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[Nors.—The following remarks were prepared for | for which this body has been convened ?
delivery in the Convention during the anticipated dis- We are met here 'by the will of our con-
cussion of the propositions offered for insertionin the | stituents, as a free Convenﬁion——(exonse
Constitution, declaring that no more slaves should be me, Bil‘, that I do not say a soverei
admitted for permanent residence within this State ; Convention, a deaignaﬁon which the
and that all children born of slave parents in this events of the last few months have led
Btate, on and after a certain fixed and future period, somi6 of us to most lleartily distrust)—-to
SR Ko Sehieol Mol repiitions: | o e propose a fundamental law for
as the Legislature might impose. But the adoption il ndo‘ptinn o rejection of the ple of
by the Convention, some days prior to the discussion h d State of West gm - s
of the question, of the rule limiting speakers to ten ¢ A ot i ta ek e
minutes, has left the anthor no other mode of consec- 1t is simply meotng the just and reason-
utively presenting his views, than the one herein | able cxmtﬂhous,gf the mnle‘ t_hat‘ we
adopted.—He very respectfully submits what is | have already considered, or that we shall
Tiérewith offered, to the jndgment of tho Convention, | hereafter fully discuss, all the depart-
and the people.] ments .and agencies of government, as
: well as the various interests and objects
It is with unaffected difidence, Mr.  upon which that goverment acts. Every
President, that I rise to address the Con- | institution and interest of the e,
vention on any subjeet, but especially '- that is now or thatis likely to me
upon a topie that is apt to meet with dis- - the subject of law, is, as I suppose, by
favor from some of the members of this . the very power that brought us here,
hody, for whose opinions and character 1 placed fally before us for our examination
entertain a very high regard. But my  and action. That the institution of slave-
embarrassment is very much relieved, vy, as it exists in our hounds, is the mere
when I remember that in the discus- - ereature of law; and that as law creates
sions here of some weeks ago, gentlemen | it, law is competent to remove it, and
have themselves opened the way in which  that; therefore, it is fairly and properly
1 propose to travel. They first roundly = a subject for our consideration, is so0
ignore the discussion of the question, | plain a proposition, that I think mnone
What shall the. Convention do with our  will deny it. Let it be observed that I
system of slavery? then diseuss it; and  am not now discussing the question,
then, in debate at least, decide it. Sure-  what shall we do with this interest? but
Iy one soobscure as myself, need not hes- « the prior question, Is it a proper subject
itate to follow, even in an. enquiry of  for our inquiries? It strikes mo there
otherwise doubtful propriety; where gen- - can be but one answer.
tlemen so distinguisbed, and every way And let it further be borne in mind,
so worthy, “have already led the way.—  that it is not proposed that we sit
And why is not the temperate and free in judgment on the affairs of our
discussion of this question perfectly le-  “neighbors.. We are mnot invited to

‘gitimate to this time, and to the purposes  waste our time in idle eriticisms upon
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the local concerns of either Georgia or
Maine. Of the unprofitableness, to say
the least, of all such misguided effort, no
one has more decided convietions, or has
expressed them more emphatically than
myself. But the thing now proposed is,

that the people of West Virginia, in ref- | continually under their own eye—admit-

erence to an institation completely and
absolutely their own—existing on their
own soil—deriving its very breath from
théir own laws, and only from thence—
shall, through their representatives here
met, look tEat institution squarely and
firmly inthe face; that they shall treat it
with the same freedom, no more and no
less, with which they consider every other
interest of the people—that they shall ex-
amine it, regulate it, if it needs regulat-
ing ; confirm it, if it needs confirming ;
or abateit, ifit needs abatings accomplish-
ing in short, a duty which they are not
only competent to perform, but which, in
some of its fundamental aspects, there is
absolutely no other assembly on earth that
has the power to touch. 1need scarcely
add, in a presence like this, that our or-
ganie s.ndp statute laws bear witness on
many an ample page that this question,
not only of competency, but of propriety,
has long sincebeen settled beyond dispute.

And why should it not be thus? You
propose, and most properly, after the
most thorough and unflinching serutiny,

to freely pass upon the elaims of capital
and credit, bunlg)and highways, taxafion

and representation, lotteries and duels,
marriage and divorce, corporations and
schools, upon every question, in short
involving the rights of either persons or
things, within the limits of what we all
hope with the blessing of God, is to be-
come a prosperous and renowned Com-
monwaaﬁh. Why should this question,
involving the interests and rights of la-
ber—its very status indeed—more fund-
amental than any of them, be of them all,
alone ignored? You propose in refer-
ence to other questions, to have a clearly
defined policy. Why shall this one upon
which nflothers depend, alone be doomed
to uncertainty and peril ?

1 wish to offer one other preliminary re-
~mark.—It is quite certain that first and
last, some very unwise and untimely words

have been uttered, and acts performed, by

outside parties in reference to our system,
that had better on every account remain-
ed unsaid and undone. What then? Be-
cause others to whom our domestic affairs
do not belong have sought, offensively it
may be, to meddle with them, shall we to
whom they do belong refuse a just atten-
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tion to them ? It is all very easy to say
that if people elsewhere had not acted ex-
travagantly Virginia would have freed
herself thirty years ago from this burthen.
But what shall we say on the other hand
of the statesmanship of those of our own
rulers, who, with a system directly and

ted by themselves to be injurious to the
State—have, because great folly exisited
somewhere else, not only permitted but
carefully encouraged that system to
strengthen with its growth, until it has
well nigh plunged a whole commonwealth
fromt seaboard to river, in irretrievable
ruin! It were very childisk certainly,
and in that sense but natural perhaps to
follow the example of the ostrich, which
when pursued by its foes, sticks its head
in the sand so that it cannnot see the dan-
ger to which it is thereby all the more ex-
posed. But s it manly, is it wise thus to
act? Isthere a man among us that does

| not believe, that had this State at the time

alluded to, firmly and wisely met this is-
sue, not only would she now have been
abreast of her neighbors in the race for
prosperity, but this blasting, desolating
war would have never have entered her
borders.

Let it further be observed that it is not
proprosed by any thing before us to inter-
fere in any shape with any existing rela-
tion or right.—Where the relation of mas-
ter and servant exists among us it will, for
any thing here proposed, still continue,
and so continuing it ought to be, and no
doubt will be, protected by sufficient laws.
The proposed measure has in it nothing
violent, sudden or rash. Its friends are
not tenacious of particular phrases, or
forms or dates; but they .do urge, as both
fundamental and vital to the success of
the new State, that it shall now be settled
in our organic law, that at some reason-
able, fixed though fature time, this weight
upon our energies shall begin its gradual
but certain disappearance.

I propose to consider this question first
and briefly as a matter of principle; and
then as a matter of expediency. The sys-
tem of slavery, as exhibited in our laws,
is wrong in itself. Any candid observer
will not fail to discriminate between the
2gstem and the acts of theindividual. The
one is always bad ; the other may not only
be innocent, but oftentimes isso. I shall
indulge in no harsh terms concerning the
system as thus shown; but I state certain-
ly no more than the plain truth when I say
that it cannot be reconciled with the ob-
vious requirements of either justice or
morals.

1 have already endeavored to discrimi-
nate between our system of slavery as



gathered from our laws, and the acts of
“the individual citizen. My acquaintance
with many of the slave owners of West
Virginia leads me to still further emphasise
that discrimination. Many of them I
know to be just and humane—not in con-
sequence of the system, but in spite of it.
Men who, though placed by circumstances
in contact with a bad law, themselves are
governed by a better rule; men who are
every way better than the system, and
who have steadfastly resisted the tempta-
tions to avarice and power, which it has
constantly presented to them; who, as
masters, parents and citizens, have given
examples of virtue worthy of the imitation
of us all, and who, in this the hour of their
country’s great peril, have wnwarveringly
stood up for that country’s honor and flag.
I am proud to-day to have had the privilege
of numbering some of these—from among
the living and the dead—among my most
valued friends. And Isay farther—and let
the Convention mark what I am about to
assert—that if' the proposition now urged
is submitted to the people, some of these
very men will not only vote for it, but they
will be among its most effective supporters.
They will gee in the measure that which,
while itinterferes with no existing right or
relation, not only gradually and safely set-
tles a disturbing question, but that which
immeasurably advances their own prosper-
ity by securing that of the community of
which they are members.- But waiving
this inquiry the point of present interest is
the fact that the law—the system itself,
and it is of that I speak, is bad; that it
presents to the community, with all the
sanctions of the public authority, a false
principle; and as snch, it ought to be in
some wise and safe way, abated.

I shall offer no apology in a body like
this for inviting attention to thisaspect of
this question. What is right, or what is
wrong, is as [ suppose, precisely one of
the questions that every man here asksor
should ask himself, in every vote he gives,
and in every act he performs. Who will
say thet it shall be disregarded only in the
case of those who by no possibility, can
ever make here, a vocal or personal ap-
peal? Butif it conld bepresumed that we
may ignore this principle in this direction
of it, dare we do so, in the direction of
our own people, who, it may safely be af-
firmed, have been and are after all, by far
the greater sufferers, by the wrong which
this system embodies. The injuries which
it inflicts upon our own people ‘are mani-
fold and obvious. It practically aims to
enslave not merely another race, but our
own race. It inserts in its bill of rights
some very high sounding phrases securing
the freedom of speech; and then practi-
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cally and in detail puts alock on every
man's mouth and a seal on every man’e lips
who will not shout for and swear by the
divinity of the system. Itamuses the popu-
lar fancy with a few glittering generalities
in the fandamental law about the liberty
of the press, and forthwith usurps anthori-
ity, even in times of peace, to send out itg
edict to every postmaster, whether in the
village or at the cross roads, clothing him
with a despotic and absolute censorship
over one of the dearest rights of the citi-
zen. It degrades labor by giving it the
badge of servility; and it impedes enter-
prise by withholding its proper rewards.
It alone has claimed exemption from the
rule of uniform taxaiion; and then de-
marded and received the largest share of
the proceeds of that taxation. Is it any
wonder in such a state of facte, that there
are this day, of those who have been driv-
en from Virginia, mainly by this system,
men enough with their descendants, and
means and energy, scattered through the
West, of themselves, to make no mean
State ? '

But another and a deeper injury which
this system inflicts upon our people, is in
its swift tendency to pervert the popular
mind. It cannot have escaped the obser-
vation of any one here, that law—civil
law, whether fondamental or statute—is
one of the most potent educators of the
people, whether for good or ill. It ad-
dresses and demands obedience of every
citizen. The work which we and those
other tribunals which we shall call into
being, will perform, will be as ubiquitous
as the light throughount the new Common-
wealth, ruling in the business of the peo-
ple; presiding unseen, it may be, but still
potentially present, in their social inter-

| course; coloring and fashioning their very

thoughts ; and holding in its hands their
fortunes and their lives. It will be, in a
word, the law of the land, and as such it
will, in some shape or other, visit every
dwelling, and come home to every bosom.
What we do here will be the rule, not only
of practice, but of principle to thousands,
may I not say millions yet to come.—
Shall we not see to it, that that rule,
neither by its utterances, nor by an equally
expressive silence, shall not tender to the
people, with all the solemn sanctions of
the public anthority, some deadly error
that shall poison at its very fountain, the
life blood of the State.

We have all listened here to the ocea-
sional and incidental, but most touching
recitals of the delusions into which masses
of our people have fallen, who are in-
volved in the meshes of this terrible re-
bellion. I will not say that thege extenu-
ations as thug uttered, do not do honor to



the heads and hearts of gentlemen con-

ceiving them. But what has caused these |

blinding delusions? God belp us all! for
I fear that none of us are wholly innocent
in this business. Our own slave code—or-
ganic sod statute, written and unwritten—
has furmshed the fruitful soil whence has
sprang fall armed—perjury and rebellion,
and treason and war. I have somewhere
heard the story of a watch, most elabor-
ately and artistically fashioned, which
should have gone always right, but which
did. go always wrong, It was examined
and re-examined and re-adjusted, with the
same resalt, until a magnet was discovered
near the balance wheel, which disturbed its
every motion. This removed, all worked
well. Oar old system, if left unrestriceed
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in the new State machinery, will prove in |

the future, as in the past, the effectnal dis-
tarber of its action.

I know very well that sentiments such
as these have nou been often heard, of late,
in Constitutional Conventions of this State.
But I know as well, that they have been
heard in Virginia's purest days, and from
the lips of Virginia's most eminent sons :
and I but repeat as a learner, the lessons
they have taught me. Beginning with
Washington—continuing with Jefferson,
Madison, Henry, and a bhost of others in
that unrivalled galaxy of names,—disap-
provals of the system as a question of
principle, as well as on political grounds,
everywhere abound. And I may say for-

which Virginia do gentlemen “refer ¢ for 1
insist that not merely geographically, but
historically and intrinsically, there are
two. Do they refer to the Virginia of the
Father of his Conntry, and his illustrious
compatriots, who were at once, and in
great part, the fonnders of the Republic,
ad well as the fathers of the State? Or do
they refer to the Virginia of Wise, and
Floyd, and Letcher, and Pryor, and the
rest ? Shades of the mighty dead! for-
give me the sacreligious juxtapesition of
your names! But to which Virginia do
gentlemen refer? Is it the Virginia of
Washington, or the Virginia of the infa-
mous Ex-Governor, who, far surpassing
any professions here made of his devotion
to Virginia, gave as his latest proof of the
intensity of his love, his raid into one of
her fairest and most froitfal vallies, bar-

! barously laying it waste with fire and

ther, thit up to & comparatively recent pe- |

riod, not a single utterance cun be found
. from any prominent American statesman,
Souath or North, which in substance differs
from this testimony. Nor has the old
voice lacked a response, even in later

times. The most eminent citizen of Vir- '

ginia birth, since the former period—the
echoes of whose voice still linger in the
vallies of his own adopted Kentuecky,
rousing her gallant sons to the support of
that Uniom which, living and dying, he

loved so well—left, almost with his parting |

breath, as his legacy to his countrymen, his
testimony to the wrong of the system, and
his scheme for ita removal. I know that
this Convention will justify me when I say
that this is a goodly fellowship, and that
the place for reproach to any American
citizen, is not in steadfastly adhering to it,

whatever may be said in the case of his |

differing from it.
error, these are my seducers: nor has any
modern light yet dawned upon me which
has caused me to distrust or discard such
teachers.

Gentlemen tell us in glowing strains of |

their deep devotion to Virginia, and of

e

If 1 have been led into |

in their share of her glory,.— |
inquiry is a pertinent one: To !

sword? Surely it must be—it cannot be
otherwise—that it is Virginia as she was,
and not as she is, that gentlemen love so
well ; and in this all good men everywhere
will join them. And for me also to love
there is still another, horn out of tempests
and storms, and to which this body has
given a name. To the people of West
Virginia, who, faithful amongithe faith-
less, have clung as with the grasp of death,

to the old Union, which their iathers loved
so wisely and so well, my devo goes
forth withont measure or stint. In all

self-respectful truthfulness, 1 ‘%ay it: from
my inmost soul, I homor Aind reverence
them. Every man of them, whether a
dweller in the mountains or in the city, is
my brother and my friend ; and God being
my helper, 1am his to the end. But by
the same rule, and in the same meagure,
from my soul, and by my very manhood, I
loathe, and detest and abhar, so much of
that other and degenerate Virginia, as at-
tempted, not ten months ago, through a
portion of its representatives, to transfer
me and mine, and my neighborand his—at
night and in secret—with our all of honor
and liberty and life, to the rule of the
most infamous and diabolical usurpation
and despotism, that the annals of time re-
cord.

I propose in the next place, to consider
this proposition in the light of expediency.
It is always expedient to do right, and it
what has already been advanced, be ad-
mitted as trne, the present inguiry is al-
ready answered. But let us proceed to
the practical question, What do the best
interests of the people of West Virginia
demand at our hands to-day? I take it
for granted that we all desire, in bebalf of
the new State which we are seeking to in-
augurate, that it shallat once, and with no
tardy pace, enter npon that high and hon-




orable career of prosperity that has been
- 80 long and so iniquitously denied us as a
people ; that our virgin lands shall be
tilled ; that our immense mineral wealth
shall be disembowelled, that school hous-
es and churches shall crown our hill tops,
and that the whole land shall smile with
fruitful fields and happy homes. To the
attainment of ends so desirable, we will all
agree that it is indispensable that popnla-
tion, capital and enterprize, shall flow into
our borders, and through our valleys; and
above all that we must have as that which
lies at the base of all material prosperity,
labor; and that labor must be free. It is
the truth to say, and it is enough to say
that we have tried enforced labor and it
has failed. Noris our experience singular
inthisregard., Itis the world’s experience
everywhere. I shall not trouble the Con-
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vention with hackoeyed statistics, Let
any man lift up his own eyes and see. At
no time and in no place has slave labor

sufficed save for the coarsest employments,
and for the least measure of real and gen-
eral prosperity. The thing to be done
then seems so plain a duoty as scarcely to
admit of a moment’s hesitancy or doubt.—
It is to make labor, white labor free. ' Ttis
to fling itafetters forever to the winds;and
bid it everywhere among our health inspi-
ring mountains and streams, stand proud-
ly up if'the strength of its own God-given
manhood. You may propound ia a thous-
and seductive forms the old praoblem, how
{he two conflicting systems may be made

this incubus was to be shaken off, in the
very hour of that announcement, you
might safely, multiply the value of your
lands by two, and before the winter snows
shall have melted from your mountain
tops, the feet of the coming wultitude
would be heard in your streets, and be
seen thronging on your highways: and this
young giant here in the West, delivered
at last from the toils that bave bound him
would feel a new energy in every limb,
and a fresh thrill of life in every vein.

But we are told that from causes now at
work, theold system is destined tosoon pass
away from the new State in any event, and
that, therefore, we need take no action con-
cerning it here. If this be the fact why
not have it ““so nominated in the bond?”
That it shonld be so written down, if true,
is bnt gimple justice to all parties ; it is
but justice to our own people—both to
those who do not desire, and to those who
do desire the extinction of our present sys-

| tem, that they each in their respective re-

to blend and harmonise and prosper; you 5

will meet for all your pains with but the
old answer of failure. You may wooingly
invite, as others have done befors you,

population within your borders; its mighty |

current will still roar around your very
barriers, butit will not enter, and dashing
far beyond you, as of old, it will seek, and
successfully seek other homes in other
lands. Nor is this all or the worst. Let
us not deceive ourselves; asithas been un-
der the old State with the old system, so
will it be under the new State with the old
gystem. This current of population will
not only not replenish yon, but as it has
been for years past, it will itself be replen-
ished by thonsande upon thousands whom
you can ill afford to epare making their ex-
ode from you. The choice is a simple one
and easily made. Let us for the sake of a
prejadice, a caprice, a passion it may be,
keep our old system, broken, decayed,
worthless though we know it to be; and
with it we must be content to take as its
unfailing appendage, our nntamed forests,
our nntaught youths and our enfeebled and
sluggish growth, But could it on the oth-
er hand be authoritatively annonnced that
at any reasonable fixed though future time,

lations to it, may koow how to adjust
themselves to the new order of things; it
is but justice to those whose coming among
us, I think we all agree, is well nigh indis-
pensable to the attainment of that prosper-
ity we all desire. That these peaple have
ample opportunity for choice in the matter
of their location, whether here or elsewhere,
does not admit of a doubt. That they will
reqnire & certain condition in coming here
all past experience proves. Is it reasona-
ble then to eéxpect them to acoept ascon-
clugive, the mere verbal declarations of
gentlemen touching a future and contingent
event, deemed hy them so vital? Will
they not be apt to press npon you the very
pertinent inquiry, if the fact be as stated
why not, when you may do so without
harm to the just rights of any one, put i%
in the “bond?”

But is it so certain that the expectations

| of gentlemen will be realized without &

provision to that end? Tt i3 a well known
fact, that & majority at least of the dele-
gates framing the Federal Constitution, be-
lisved that after the cessation ef the Afri-
can slave trade, slavery itself would soon
become extinct in this country. As indic-
ative of this, it is remarkable that the word
slave does not once occur in that irstru-
ment ; and in the passages where obvious
reference is had to persons in such a con-
dition, other and more general torms are
employed—a fact, as Mr. Madison tells s,
that was not without design. Bat has it
passed away? Sir, look around yon for
the answer. Our history in this respect’
shows, aa does the world’s history, that
this system is exceedingly tenacious of
life. 1t dies bard. While it has dis-
appeared from o great many of the



States, in others at the beginning of this
war it was stronger than ever, and in no
State has it, I think, become extinct other-
wise than by specific| enactment. In the
States of Pennsylvania, New York, New
Jersey, and others, it is certain that it was
thus terminated. I should be most happy
to believe, as gentlemen flatter themselves,
that this system among us, would gradu-
ally and gracefully give way without any
action here. But such is not its history
elsewhere. A lust of power is its pecu-
liar besetment. It has virtually controlled
the councils of this nation almost from the
beginning. For forty years with a popu-
lation, a partat least of that time, two to
one against it, it has made no demand,
and claimed no exemption that it did not
obtain. In ourown State the like order of
things has prevailed. It demanded in the
matter of representation that one man in
the east should be equal to two in the free
west. It was done. The west bowed its
head and received the yoke, and has worn
iteven to this day. It demanded your
money to build its highways; it prohjbited
you from building yours with your own.
It demanded enormous expenditures for its
defence againstimaginary dangers. Votes
from the free west were all too willing to
accord them. And now gentlemen tell us
that there will be but eight per cent of
this element in the new State. Sir, the
whole past proves that it will rnle you, if
it were but the half of it.

“And what after all Hias prompted the al-
most unanimous and life long wish of our
people for a new State in West Virginia.
It cannot be the debt of the State, for this
feeling began before the debt bad acquired
any great magnitude; and much as it had
grown before this war, you propose to pay
an equitable share of it. It cannot be the
intervening of a mere mountain range, for
precisely the same range divides but does
not alienate the eastand west portions of
our neighboring State of Pennsylvania.—
The trae answer is to be found in the wish
of the people, not always expressed per-
haps, but none the less real to escape from
the utterly selfish domination of this sys-
tem. What will you have gained in the
new State if you have but effected an ex-
change of masters? And let it be born in
mind that this system is firmly rooted in
many portions of our proposed territory,
and should you wipe out every syllable on
thesubject from the new Constitution when
adopted by the people even in that form,this
system will alilr‘he as thoroughly protected
here by law asitisin Lounisiana. Arother
point should not be overlooked. When
this rebellion is crushed out cotton will
hardly remain the king that he has hereto-
fore so proudly boasted himself to be.—

Our new State will contain large tracts of
unoccupied land with light taxes thereon.
Isit at all improbable that a certain spe-
cies of property in the region east of us,
that has hitherto migrated mostly south-
ward, will after the lapse of a short time
come this way; thus continuing and
strengthening its power among us, indefi-
nilely. Bathowever this may be, the ques-
tion still recurs as that which will be
pressed by thousands of practically inter-
ested inquirers, what is to be the status
of labor in the new State? I insist sir,
that the question is fundamental and vital,
Without labor it matters but little what
kind of a constitution yonu make here; or
indeed whether you make any atall or not.
Will you not speak the word that shall en-
obleit? Will you not, now that you may
forever wipe from the brow of your own
toiling white fellow citizens, the brand this
system has placed there? Will you while
you enact a clearly defined principle touch-
ing every other interest, pronounce no pol-
iey in regard to that which lies at the bot-
tom of them all? Will you under the in-
flcence of some fatal repulsion on the one
hand, or attraction on the other, fix your
attention chiefly on some remote, and mi-
nute and immaterial appen to the
building, quite indifferent as to how secure
or how false the foundation mnym

Bat it is said that even if the on-
stitution is silent upon this question, the
Legislature will have full cu]ﬁ:pl over it.
They certainly will have such control if
the Constitution, in terms, gives it to them.
But waiving the inquiry whether a ques-
tion of doubt as to this power might here-
after arise, shounld it not be formally in-
serted in the Constitution, why should the
Legisiatare—wise and patriotic though
that body is and will be—be expected to
act in the direction in which we decline to
move? There is not the shadow of a
doubt touching the entire competency of
this body in reference to this question ;
Why devolve upon others responsibil-
ties which we decline to meet?

But granting that our system of labor
may at some time in the distant future be
changed, by whatever agency, whg o8t.
pone to an indefinite future, that which we
may secure for our own times? I haves
very great regard for those imaginary, and
1 hope highly respectable personages, my
great grandchildren, and a very high re-
spect for distant generations; with the

| liveliest interest in their welfare, 1 wish

them, with all my heart, a good time gen-
erally. But I must be excused in saying
that I have a still warmer feeling for my
own children, and for the people of the
present times. But why not do for the
present that which will so surely enhance



the happiness of both the present and the
future? Why require our young State,
Jjust entering upon the race for prosperity,
to bear one moment longer than is neces-
gary, a burden that has enfeebled older and
otherwise powerful communities ?

Bat it is said that the present is a very
inauspicions time to move in this matter,
By the way, there has seldom been a right
time for doing anything on one side of this
labor question, in this State; there was
always an abundance of time for doing
more than was asked for on the other. In
so far as this suggestion of delay is
prompted by deference to the supposed
wishes of the rebel States, it will excite, I
Jjudge, in the people of West Virginia, any
other feeling rather than that of acquies-
cence. The doings of those States have

forced us to assume our present attitude -

for our self-preservation. Is it not asking
a good deal too much, that that very inter-
est as it elsewhere exists, having plunged
us and our people into this sea of troubles,

we shall not now be permitted to save our- |

selvés in our own way, without still con-
sulting it? Do the people of West Vir-
ginia really belong to the State of South
Carolina, or do they belong only to God,
their country and themselves ?

But :?Lion is made to any action here
on another, and I frankly say, much more
plausible ground. If I understand it, it
is thigt that our Union brethren of the
border States will be embarrassed and
hindered in their heroic struggles with re-
bellion, by any such action by this body
as is now proposed. The coincidence is
not a little curious, that precisely the
same objection, and almost in the very
words in which we now hear it, was
urged in the Legislature of Penn-
sylvania, more than eighty years ago,
during the passage of her famous act
of emancipation, drawn up, I believe, by
Dr. Franklin ; but the objection was urged
then, as I hope it will be now, without ef-
fect. Letitbeobservedthat this occurrence

took place in 1780, right in the midst of |

our revolutionary struggle. This is the
historian’s statement of the matter:—
“Moderate as it was,”’—let me say in pass-
ing that what is here proposed is much
more moderate—‘this act did not pass
without a good deal of opposition. Sev-
eral members of Assembly entered a pro-
test against it, acknowledging indeed the
humanity and justice of manumitting slaves
in time of peace, but denouncing the pres-
ent act as ‘imprudent’ and ‘prematare’ and
likely to have, by way of example, a most
dangerous effect on the Southern States,
whither the seat of war seemed about to
be transferred.” But as already stated,
the objection was overruled ; and while we

| tain that Government.

all know something of the beneficial re-
sults of that act, I have yet to hear that it
worked any injury to the Southern States
or any body else.

Sir, from my soul I honor the Union men
of Kentucky, Tennessee, and of any other
section similarly circumstanced ; end living
or dying I am one with them in this great
struggle. But how can the proposed ac-
tion here hinder them? Other States have
gone through this very process. Is it an
event so very alarming or unlooked for
that West Virginia, should it become a
State at all, should become a Free State ?
Has not everybody that was not wilfully
blind, anticipated it for years? The mere
occurreuce of the event then by itself, can
work no such injury. But we will be told
that this measure will be justly looked
upon elsewhere as a General Government
policy, as its armies advance Southward ;
and that Union men on the border will
be hindered thereby in their efforts to sus-
I think I state the
point fairly, There would be some force
in this conclusion, were it not for a fatal
defect in the premise; it is not true. The
General Government did recognise, as in
duty bound, the reorganized and restored
Government of the State of Virginia. Tt
has to this day done nothing beyond that.
This Convention is in no sense a General
Government organ—it is in no sense a war
measure; much less is any one act of this
body either the one or the other. The -
Ggneral Goverimenc has wisely abstained,
go fir as I'know, from any suggestions to
or interference with the deliberations
of this body; and speaking only from
what is in the reach of every mem-
ber here, I state only the plain
truth when I say that so far from our be-
ing convened here under the especial pat-
ronage of the Federal authorities, it re-
mains to be seen whether we are here even
with their approval.—But we are here at
the instance and in the behalf of the peo-

| ple of the proposed new State of West

Virginia, and of them alone; to form and
prepare a State Constitution for them and
for nobody else. And this brings me back to
the inquiry which I insist is the only legit-
amate one in this discussion. What do
the interests of the people of West Virginia
require at our hands? We are not here to
frame a Constitution for either the people
of Kentucky or Ohio.—If they prefer their
present ones they will keep them; if they
want new ones they are abundantly able
to make them. And while theyattend
to their own affairs in their own way,
I have yet to learn that they have any
thought or desire of offensively interfering
with ours. We need not hope to escape
the criticisms of our neighbors upon our
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with any legal rights oﬁ! the institug *:

' h but the utter inexpedieney of sondgo.
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work here—friendly or unfriendly as
case may be.—It is a privilege we |
with all the world ; aud it were unrea
able to expect that it will not be re
ed.—But be assured, sir, that the only
fectual way to disarm it of injury @
it come, is by the infusion of a manly
reliance into onr labors.—And I b
gentlemen, to put away from them at
and forever the delusion, for it is notbing
elde, that they can successfully ignore
question of the status of labor in thed
State.—It will not down at vouar biddin,
—You may postpone it now; but in d
.80 you on:{yﬂl““ it to come up sgai
again un new and more aggre
forms; the one ever present and ever
less element of irritation and disturbag
among us. )
I ask, in conclusion, to be indulgu!

pamnsl remark. l:lmnug been ch
member of this body, by the gene 1
trages of the people of Ohio oounty.t
only without my consent; but ent

daties here which T saw not well ho
decline, I have not reached the concIuM
to which 1 have come, without much

ious thought. - Almost my only particip
tion hitherto in the discussious of this ala
very question, has been by way of protes
ing to the extent of my humble abiljty, X
only against the interference by strangi

some communities bave been u:m prone to
‘indulge. 1should, under like circumstan-
‘ges, pursue the same course again. Atthe
‘same time, 1 have wuever concenied my

-gteadfast conviction, either as to the char-

acter of the systém, or as to the daty of

“those who have legally and properly todo

with it as a civil and domestic institation.
Tt is here that for the first time in my life,
1 am charged, along with others, with any
svch direct concern.  The direction in
which '::dy daty points me, seems plainly
indieated.

Another remark. The people of West
‘Virginia have never yet demanded of me by
‘way of apology; on which bank of the
‘riverthat washes their shore, it pleased God
‘that I shoald for the first ‘time open my
eyes on the light, Ishall not to-day either
bemean them or debase myself, by teader-
ing such apology. They invited me into

v |
witbout my knowledge, in my absence fro
home, in entering upon the disch of

their servics in the days of “my cll‘ly man-

Liood ; and the very labors of the long
YOArs ‘sinco that time, as well as the mem-
ory of a thousand kindne ceived at’
their hands, have con my own
regard, the citizenship as m which

Ahe constitution of onr untry o

amply secures, My past éprﬁe‘nt
| are here ; and if Hufcnpl , my future
| will be hara, to enjoy or suffer with this
' people whatever in Fzr ‘may yet
| bein stors for us, It has beéen s a fellow
| ~observer; and 1will add, as a fellow suffer-
| br with' l.hm,tlmtn Lof the sys-
| tem of slavery us]ln r formed.
| - We have-scen it mk{nghiﬂn ,and

in many instances, all too y,

of which Austria might be ashamed. We

l “reign of terror in times n’rpm&hd peace,
Jil have seen it year by mﬂrirﬁt ont from
1

our genial ntb. and | ‘soil, and
e:!mggm h  some c&t‘ il‘:el
men & very best en , talent,and skil
Among our p;!pu[ﬂﬁl! ‘l‘%!‘ &H seen also
| in times of peace,the taken
| away—the ﬁ'cadou'._ﬂﬂ i olished—

and the willing minions b'f t
| “hunting down their vietims, spa
. degradation and insult, hemm* Ilicymmg

nor the gray haired vet seventy
“winters, whose every as free
from nce against 8 is that of

“the infant of dnys. Md'liqt :
we have seen its own chosen ag

interpreters, standing in the
< “atit3of on ot ¢ it the
Tand, blaspheming the hol s of

popular liberty to which the vmy p!l-ces
where they stood had been conseerated,
by daomiug my child and every manschild
that must live by labortoa virtualand help-
lessslavery. Aund asthenatural ontgrowth
of all thig, we bave seen this huge barbaric
raid against popolar rights, and against
the worlds last hope. It has been the
merit of other attempted revolutions that
l their motive at lenst was a reaching up-

ward and forward after liberty; itis the

infamy of this that it is a reaching back-
! ward and downward after despotism. Tt
would put back the hand on the worlds dial
a thousand years. It wonld put out the
worlds light in the darkness of utter and
dreary dispair. Suarely, to the exteént that
we have suffered from these ills, our very
‘manhood calls upon us to guard by all
‘reasonable preventives, against their re-
turn.




